
Fifty miles in the driver’s seat of the 
2014 Chevy Cruze Diesel highlighted 
my trip on Wednesday to the Garden 

of the Gods Club in 
Colorado Springs 
and back to Denver.

It was the annual 
Rocky Mountain 
Driving Experience, 
in which 40 
members of the 
Rocky Mountain 
Automotive Press 
shared drive time 
in that many new 
automobiles. A 
dozen automotive 
manufacturer rep-

resentatives joined us for discussion 
of the products.

I piloted the new Cruze diesel, 
strong on torque, over the rolling hills 
on Colo. 105 north of Palmer Lake, 
eventually making our way to Sedalia, 
before returning to Denver.

A couple other models I drove were 
remarkably dissimilar in power — the 
2013 Dodge Charger Daytona R/T 
with 570-horsepower, 5.7-liter Hemi 

V-8 and the 2014 Jeep Patriot with 
172-hp, 2.4-liter 4-cylinder engine 
and new 6-speed automatic transmis-
sion. While the Charger grabs your 
attention with super-quick accelera-
tion, the Patriot wasn’t so bold, yet 

very smooth; I used lower gears to 
keep it steadily moving up and over 
the hills from Deckers to Garden of 
the Gods.

Best part of the day, though, was 
testing the new diesel, which is being 
introduced for sale to the public over 
the next two months. I was accom-
panied by Chris DePolo, General 
Motors’ lead development engineer 
for compact cars.

The Cruze’s 2-liter turbodiesel 
engine and 6-speed automatic trans-
mission earned an EPA rating of 46 
miles per gallon on the highway, 27 
in town. Its base price of $25,795 
includes heated leather seats, rear-
view camera, power windows, cruise, 
trip computer and AM/FM/CD/MP3/
Sirius satellite radio.

Using 3rd and 4th gears with the 
transmission in manual mode brought 
the most satisfactory performance 
over the uneven terrain. The tur-
bodiesel boasts torque of 264 lbs.-ft.; 

horsepower is 151.
The Cruze proved surprisingly 

roomy when 6-foot-2 DePolo rode in 
the back seat, with a bit of knee room 
and headroom to spare.

The Cruze will compete head-on 

with the Volkswagen Jetta TDI die-
sel. This is the first diesel offered 
in a Chevrolet car since the 1986 
Chevette.
Bud Wells can be reached via e-mail at bwells@
denverpost.com.

TORQUE 
APLENTY

Cruze turbodiesel revs up 
Garden of Gods venture

Lamborghini Denver opens
Grand opening of the new 
showroom for Lamborghini 
Denver was staged before 
a large crowd Tuesday 
night at the Sill-TerHar 
Motors automotive com-
plex in Broomfield. Shown 
is the Italian maker’s 
2013 Aventador LP 700-4 
Roadster with scissor 
doors, priced at more than 
$400,000. Jack TerHar, left, 
president of Sill-TerHar 
Motors, visits with Philip 
E. Doty and Frank Keller, 
right, at the party. 

The 2014 Chevrolet 
Cruze with 
turbodiesel power.
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