
I drove into the 
parking lot with 
the 2014 BMW 
328i xDrive GT 
at the tail end of 
a parade of new 
products from 
Infiniti. There 
is no direct 
mix of these 
two marques, 
so I parked the 
Beemer in an 
outer row and 
we walked into 

the grand opening 
of Rickenbaugh Infiniti.

The beautifully structured luxury 
dealership at I-25 and Colo. 52 
is 20 miles north of downtown 
Denver, the 70-year home of 
Rickenbaugh Cadillac. 

The shine of the bright-light 
glass front of the 19,000-square-
foot facility is visible at night 
toward the traffic of I-25. Infiniti 
moves into premium company, 
with Lexus, Mercedes-Benz and 
BMW businesses up the road a few 
miles.

Heading operations of the new 
store, in the town limits of Dacono, 
are Mary Pacifico-Valley, president 
of Rickenbaugh Automotive, and 
her nephew, Nick Pacifico.

Tim Jackson, head of the 
Colorado Automobile Dealers 
Association, livened the grand 
opening with brief remarks 
entitled, “There’s something 

about Mary,” a bit of a parody of 
the comedy film of 15 years ago. 
“Mary started her career with 
Rickenbaugh in 1976,” said Jackson, 
“in the office and spent lots of time 
in the service department, became 
the dealer in 1998 and 100 percent 
owner in 2003.”

The BMW I drove to the gath-
ering is indicative of the move to 
smaller power sources for luxury 
products.

Beneath the hood of the 328i 
xDrive was a 2.0-liter, twin-power 
turbocharged 4-cylinder engine 
and 8-speed automatic transmis-
sion. Performance is smooth, not 
as strong as V-6 and V-8 power, 
though more economical. The 
review model averaged 27.5 miles 
per gallon; its EPA estimate is 
22/33. A Sport mode enhances its 
shift points and increases firmness 

of its suspension.
An active rear spoiler, an addi-

tion for 2014, lifts at speeds of 65 
miles per hour to increase stability.  

The Gran Turismo model is 
almost 8 inches longer and over 
3 inches taller than the regular 3 
series sedan.

It is designed with a hatch open-
ing at the rear. With the power 
liftgate open, pull a handle at either 
side of the opening and the rear 
seatback for that side will fall for-
ward to create an open load floor, 
expanding the cargo area.

Such amenities as heated steer-
ing wheel and front and rear seats, 
M suspension, navigation and 
head-up display, rearview camera 
and automatic climate control 
increased sticker price of the 328i 
GT to $52,575 from a base of 
$41,450.
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A new Infiniti Q60 convertible outside Rickenbaugh Infiniti.   
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Mary Pacifico-Valley, right, president of Rickenbaugh Automotive, and her 
nephew, Nick Pacifico, in shwwroom of new Infiniti store north on I-25.   
PHOTO BY JAN WELLS  
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The 2014 BMW 328i xDrive, built in Dingolfing, Germany, is a 
competitor of Japanese-based Infiniti.   PHOTO BY BUD WELLS


