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TIER II Reporting for Dealerships 
March 1st Deadline 
 
 
Do you store chemicals at your facility?  Chances are high the answer is “Yes.”  As a 
business that stores and uses chemicals you have certain regulatory obligations to your 
employees, your community, and to emergency responders in your area.    A March 1st deadline is fast approaching 
for one of those obligations:  Tier II reporting under the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 
(EPCRA).  This article will cover the information you need to know in order to comply. 
 
Who has to report? 
Since you store and use chemicals at your facility, you are required by OSHA to keep an MSDS on file for any 
hazardous chemicals stored or used in the work place.  This requirement is in place to protect your employees.  The  
EPCRA Requirements are in place to protect your community and the emergency responders in your area.  If one or 
more of the chemicals stored at your facility is in quantities equal to or greater than the Threshold Planning Quantity 
(TPQ) for that chemical, then a Tier II form must be filed for every year that any of those chemicals exceed this 
quantity. 
 
What has to be reported? 
The TPQs for various chemicals vary by state and even local municipalities.  For instance, California businesses must 
file a Hazardous Materials Business Plan that has requirements well above and beyond the federal requirements.  
Likewise, New York City has TPQs that are much lower than the federal and New York State requirements.  
Additional information about each state can be found on the EPA website at 
http://www.epa.gov/OEM/content/epcra/statetier2.htm.    
 

Colorado-specific information from this EPA website is included below: 

Colorado Tier II Reporting Requirements  
Tier II Administration: Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
Address: 
Colorado Emergency Planning Commission 
c/o Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment 
SARA Title III -- Tier II Reports 
DEHS - B2 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, Colorado 80246-1530 
Phone: (303) 692-2977 
Website: http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/oeis/sara/index.html 
Special Instructions: 
 
Colorado now requires Tier II reporting be done electronically using Tier2 Submit file format. 
Reporting can be done by Email, CD, or diskette. See 
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/oeis/sara/index.html for instructions. Follow these instructions 
exactly. The Federal Tier II form sent by mail will only be accepted if electronic reporting cannot 
be done. See website for additional required language to accompany paper Tier II Form.  
 
A new version of Tier2 Submit is created around November of each year. Download the latest 
version of Tier2 Submit at http://www.epa.gov/OEM/content/epcra/tier2.htm#tierii  
 

 
However, many states adopt the federal regulations and even use a standard electronic submission tool (see below).  
For states adopting the federal requirements, the TPQs for your materials can fall under 2 categories:  “Extremely 
Hazardous” and everything else.  These “Extremely Hazardous” chemicals* have a TPQ less than 10,000 lbs due to 
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their health hazards.   If a chemical you store does not appear on this list, yet you have a MSDS for it, you will need to 
report it only if you store it in amounts greater than 10,000 lbs.  Again, keep in mind, various states and municipalities 
may have lower reporting thresholds.    
*Federal regulations available at:  http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-03-22/pdf/2012-6910.pdf  
 
Common materials that qualify as “Extremely Hazardous” include the sulfuric acid in used and forklift batteries you 
have on site (you do not have to report for the batteries in vehicles on your lot or the batteries in your parts department 
labeled for individual resale).  Other hazardous materials that commonly exceed 10,000 lbs at typical automotive 
facilities include gasoline, motor oil, antifreeze, the lead in batteries and diesel.  Please notice the quantities are 
recorded in pounds, so you will have to convert liquid volumes.   
 
When is the report due?  
The reporting deadline for most states is March 1 each year.  However, this deadline may be different for some states 
and municipalities.   
 
Why do I have to report? 
The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA aka the Superfund Act) 
was enacted by Congress in 1980 to clean up the nation's hazardous waste sites and to provide for emergency response 
to releases of hazardous substances into the environment.  In response to continuing community concern regarding 
hazardous materials and chemical release tragedies, a reauthorization and expansion of Superfund was signed into law 
in 1986. It is known as the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA). Title III of SARA ("SARA Title 
III") is the Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act (EPCRA).  The law was designed to improve 
local hazardous materials emergency response capabilities and provide the public with information concerning 
hazardous and toxic chemicals in their community. 
 
How do I report? 
As mentioned before, each state handles Tier II reports differently.  Some states accept the federal paper form, some 
request the use of EPA’s electronic reporting tool (Tier2 Submit) and some have their own state system.  The chart 
below provides a summary of state requirements.  Note that states that do not use Tier2 Submit nor the Federal Form, 
may still adopt the Federal thresholds, however they have their own reporting system.   
 

State Tier2 

Submit 

Federal 

Form 

State 

Specific 

State Tier2 

Submit 

Federal 

Form 

State 

Specific 

Alabama X   Montana   X 

Alaska X X  Nebraska   X 

Arizona   X Nevada   X 

Arkansas X   New Hampshire X   

California   X New Jersey   X 

Colorado X X  NewMexico X   

Connecticut X   New York   X 

Delaware   X North Carolina   X 

Florida   X North Dakota X   

Georgia X   Ohio X   
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State Tier2 

Submit 

Federal 

Form 

State 

Specific 

State Tier2 

Submit 

Federal 

Form 

State 

Specific 

Hawaii X   Oklahoma X   

Idaho X   Oregon   X 

Illinois   X Pennsylvania   X 

Indiana   X Rhode Island X   

Iowa   X South Carolina X X  

Kansas   X South Dakota X X  

Kentucky X X X Tennessee   X 

Louisiana   X Texas X   

Maine X   Utah X   

Maryland   X Vermont X   

Massachusetts X   Virginia X   

Michigan   X Washington   X 

Minnesota   X West Virginia  X X 

Mississippi X   Wisconsin   X 

Missouri   X Wyoming X  X 

 

Additional reporting may be required by your State Emergency Response Commission (SERC), your Local 
Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC) or your local or state fire department.   Consult the “State Tier II Reporting 
Requirements”  page on the EPA website for additional state and location specific information: 
http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/epcra/statetier2.htm  
 
Where can I get more information? 
Additional information can be found on the “EPCRA Requirements” page on the EPA website at:  
http://www.epa.gov/OEM/content/epcra/index.htm.   As always, KPA can assist you with your Tier II reporting 
questions.  Feel free to contact KPA for additional information at 866-356-1735 or info@kpaonline.com  
 

 
About KPA 
 

KPA is a dealer services and Internet marketing provider for over 4,600 automotive, truck, and equipment dealerships 

and service companies. KPA provides consulting services and software for three industry-specific product lines: 

Environment & Safety, HR Management, and Internet Marketing.  http://www.kpaonline.com/  

 

 
Source:  CADA Open Road, 2/12/2013, www.CADAopenroad.org  


