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What is the Electronic Lien and Title Program? 
a. The Electronic Lien and Title Program is a method by which the State of 

Colorado Department of Revenue DMV and lending institutions 
(lienholders) can exchange vehicle and title information electronically. 
The State transmits essential identifying information electronically to 
the Service Provider who communicates with the lienholder thus 
eliminating the need to print and mail paper titles. Once the lien has 
been satisfied, the lienholder notifies the Service Provider who sends an 
electronic message releasing the title at which point the State prints and 
mails a paper title to the vehicle owner or designated party. The lender 
can specify an alternate recipient as needed, such as when an insurance 
company or dealer satisfies the lien. 

b. This process eliminates the paper title for duration of the lien.  Both the 
lending organizations and the State benefit from lower costs associated 
with processing, mailing, filing and retrieving paper titles. 

c. Lenders that participate in ELT will transition gradually to ELT.  Existing 
paper titles will remain as-is; when new transactions are submitted for 
an ELT provider, those new records will be stored electronically.   
 

How does this work? 
a. The Dealer or Lender provides the State a title application and 

accompanying documentation. Application forms are processed at county 
offices. Out of state lenders should work with the county office where 
the vehicle is registered. 

b. Lenders must provide their ELT# to the dealer – this ELT# must be 
included on the Title Application (until a revised Title Application is 
available, this ELT# can be printed in the existing name/address box).  If 
the ELT# is not present, the application will be processed as it is today, 
and a paper title generated.    

c. The State records the lien and sends the Service Provider an electronic 
message with similar titling information as appears on a paper form. This 
information includes a description of the vehicle and the name and 
address of the vehicle owner. 

d. The Service Provider receives the message from the State, formats it, 
and makes it available to the lender. 

e. The lender works with the Service Provider to validate the lien 
information. 
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f. Later, when the loan is paid off and the lien is satisfied, the lender 
communicates with the Service Provider to release the lien. 

g. The State will print the clear title and mail it to the registered owner. 
The lender can specify an alternate recipient as needed, such as when 
an insurance company or dealer satisfies the lien. 

The Colorado ELT program also has provisions for requesting paper titles 
with a lien. Service Providers support all the Colorado ELT program 
features. 
 

What are the benefits of the Electronic Lien and Title Program? 
a. The electronic lien and title system allows lienholders to reduce the 

handling, storage, and mailing costs associated with paper titles by 
replacing them with electronic titles. Lienholders who join the program 
no longer have to: 

• Retrieve a title from a conventional file when the lien has been 
satisfied. 

• Physically satisfy (sign off) a lien on a title. 
• Mail the title to the registered owner. 
• Apply for a duplicate title when the original title has been lost. 

b. Other benefits: 
• Reduction in title fraud. 
• Reduction of title paper usage. 
• Faster notification of lien satisfactions. 
• Reduction in storage of title documents. 

Additionally, electronic lienholder customers who have satisfied their lien obligations 
will receive clear paper titles faster. 

How do I apply to be a Participating Lender? 
a. After executing an agreement with a Service Provider, complete the 

Colorado Electronic Lien and Title Lender Application. The State will 
issue a “E” Number which will be used to complete Title applications for 
the Participating Lender. 
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DEALERS 

How do I obtain a paper title for a vehicle taken in trade when paying off a 
lien, if title is electronic? 

When a dealer pays off a lien for a vehicle taken in trade with an 
electronically held lien title, the lienholder sends an electronic transaction 
through the Service Provider to the State with the name and address of the 
dealer. The State will remove the lien and mail the paper title to the 
dealer. 
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