
Denver automobile dealers, all men, gather in 1934 at the Shirley Savoy Hotel. 
Tom Braden, longtime secretary of the Denver dealer organization, is kneeling
at left in front row. Among most prominent of car dealers in those years was
Tom Botterill, fifth from left in back row.
COLORADO CAR BOOK

Denver metro
dealers merge 
with CADA 

Denver’s big-city car dealers, after 
approximately 100 years of official-
dom, are now just part of the car guys 

from Colorado.
The Metropolitan 

Denver Automobile 
Dealers Association, 
at its annual meet-
ing Tuesday in the 
Grand Ballroom of 
the JW Marriott 
Denver at Cherry 
Creek, was merged 
into the Colorado 
Automobile Dealers 
Association. 
MDADA members 
unanimously chose 
to become part of 
the statewide group.

In reality, there is 
not a great deal of change, for the two 
groups have shared offices and staff 
members for the past 75 years.

Primary purpose of the Metro 
Denver association through the years 
has been production of the Denver 
Auto Show, which dates back to the 
early part of the 1900s. The 2010 
show, scheduled April 7–11 at the 
Colorado Convention Center, will be 
overseen by the statewide group.

The move follows similar merg-

ers of state and big-city dealer 
associations, said Tim Jackson, 
president of the CADA, “such as 
Oregon and Portland, Ohio and 
Columbus, Arizona and Phoenix, and 
Connecticut and Hartford.”

Though the Denver dealers were 
loosely organized in the early days for 
purposes of promoting the car shows, 
the official organization came in 1921. 
The Colorado Automobile Dealers 
Association was formed in 1933. All 
members were men.

If the associations were once “good 
ol’ boys clubs,” they ain’t any more.

Today, the top officer of each asso-
ciation is a woman.

Nancy Ariano of Durango is chair 
of the Colorado Automobile Dealers 
Association and Carol Scott of Denver 
has been president 
of the Metro Denver 
association.

Ann Goodro in 
1977 became the first 
woman to head the 
CADA. At the time, 
the association con-
sisted of 308 dealers, 
307 of them men. 
Very slowly, women 
have become more 
involved and, today, 
a number of women 
operate car dealer-
ships in the state.

Serving with Scott 
on the final Metro 
Denver board were 
Mark Wallace, vice 
president; Pete Tynan, 

immediate past president; and direc-
tors John Schenden, Kent Bozarth, 
Matt Smith, Jim Fynes, Steve Strader, 
Fred Emich III and Doug Moreland.

Other CADA officers, with Ariano, 
are Mike Faricy of Colorado Springs, 
vice chair; Don Gerbaz of Glenwood 
Springs, treasurer; Don Hicks of 
Denver, secretary, and Bob Ghent of 
Greeley, immediate past chair.

An impressive two-story structure, 
the William D. Barrow Building at 290 
Speer Blvd., houses Jackson and his 
staff and business operations for the 
dealers. Barrow, who directed opera-
tions of the associations for almost 30 
years, and his wife, Merilee, were rec-
ognized at Tuesday’s luncheon.
Bud Wells can be reached via e-mail at bwells@
denvernewspaperagency.com.
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Nancy Ariano of Durango, left, and Carol Scott of Denver head automobile
dealer associations in Colorado, and spoke at Tuesday’s annual meeting at the 
JW Marriott Denver at Cherry Creek.
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